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Majority say government should prioritise  
law to mandate defibrillators in cars  
 
1. New Year commitment would help save thousands lost to cardiac arrest each year, the UK’s worst public health crisis.  
1. New polling shows nearly 6 in 10 (59%) believe the Government should prioritise national public health campaign group JumpStart’s proposal next year. 
1. Less than 1 in 10 (9%) think the Government has done enough to improve survival rates from sudden cardiac arrests. 
1. 4 in 10 (40%) people did not notice a defibrillator during recent UK travel, highlighting urgent gaps in access to the life-saving devices.  

More than half of the UK public (59%) say improving access to defibrillators should be a government priority in 2026, according to new polling released today by the JumpStart campaign. The campaign is calling on the Government to make vehicle-carried Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs) a policy priority for 2026, after new polling revealed strong public backing for its proposal. This is a significant mandate for action, at a time when public confidence in existing defibrillator provision is faltering.  

The findings come in the wake of The Observer’s recent investigation, which revealed that many publicly located defibrillators are inaccessible, unregistered or not functioning when needed. With more than 40,000 out-of-hospital cardiac arrests (OHCAs) in the UK every year, the stakes could not be higher. 

Despite decades of investment, improvements in survival remain limited. Only around 1 in 10 people survive an OHCA, and public access defibrillators (PADs) are used in fewer than 10% of cases. The polling makes clear that the public does not believe the status quo is working. 

To address this crisis, JumpStart is advocating a simple and scalable solution, which would see AEDs installed in all new vehicles, with maintenance checks incorporated into the MOT system. With 37 million cars on the road, this approach would create a dispersed, mobile network of reliable defibrillators, bringing this lifesaving equipment closer to where emergencies happen.  

Jon McLeod, a spokesperson for the JumpStart campaign, said: 
“This polling confirms what the data has consistently shown: the public want action, and they want it now. The Government has a real opportunity in 2026 to fix a system that is costing thousands of lives every year. JumpStart’s proposal is simple, practical and evidence-led and it can start saving lives immediately once implemented.” 

Evidence shows that defibrillators can dramatically increase survival rates up to 70% when used within 3 to 5 minutes, yet access remains patchy and unreliable, particularly 
in rural and residential areas. JumpStart’s proposal sets out a practical system that brings defibrillators closer to communities, ensures devices are consistently serviced, and removes common barriers that prevent bystanders from using them in an emergency. 

The campaign has been holding discussions with Government officials to explore how the proposal could work in practice, including options for phased implementation. With departments already signalling an interest in evidence-led public health interventions, 2026 represents a key opportunity to embed this reform. 

JumpStart will continue its parliamentary engagement and public awareness activity in the New Year, urging ministers to act on what polling shows is a clear public priority. 


Notes to Editors 
1. JumpStart is a UK campaign seeking to mandate defibrillators in all new vehicles, starting with passenger cars. 
1. *This data comes from a poll conducted by FindOutNow on 05 December 2025, which surveyed a nationally representative sample of 1000 GB adults, with quotas of +/-% for age, gender, region, socio-economic grade and 2024 General Election vote. FindOutNow are members of the British Polling Council and Market Research Society and abide by their rules. 
1. It is led by DRD Partnership and Mishcon de Reya on behalf of their client, Jonathan Harris CBE, who conceived of the idea. 
1. AEDs are simple to operate and are designed for untrained members of the public to use with spoken guidance. 
1. This campaign follows recent changes made to the Highway Code by the Driving Standards Authority. From 2026, the Highway Code will include additional information around CPR and how to use a defibrillator. Questions on these topics will now form part of the driving theory test.  
1. The campaign is exploring legislative, regulatory and pilot-based routes to implementation. 
1. More information can be found at www.jumpstartcampaign.co.uk. 
1. Further data on the impact of cardiovascular disease in the UK can be found here.  

Find out more at: jumpstartcampaign.co.uk
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